Book Selection for 2019
Did You Ever Have a Family

Bill Clegg

On the eve of her daughter’s wedding, June Reid’s life is completely devastated when a shocking disaster
takes the lives of her daughter, her daughter’s fiancé, her ex-husband, and her boyfriend—her entire family,
all gone in a moment. And June is the only survivor. Alone and directionless, June drives across the
country, away from her small Connecticut town. In her wake, a community emerges, weaving a beautiful
and surprising web of connections through shared heartbreak.

Hidden Figures

Margot Lee Shetterly

Starting in World War II and moving through to the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the Space
Race, Hidden Figures follows the interwoven accounts of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson
and Christine Darden, four African American women who participated in some of NASA’s greatest successes.
It chronicles their careers over nearly three decades they faced challenges, forged alliances and used their
intellect to change their own lives, and their country’s future.

Lab Girl

Hope Jahren

Story told through Jahren’s remarkable stories: about her childhood in rural Minnesota with an
uncompromising mother and a father who encouraged hours of play in his classroom’s labs; about how she
found a sanctuary in science, and learned to perform lab work done “with both the heart and the hands”;
and about the inevitable disappointments, but also the triumphs and exhilarating discoveries, of scientific
work. Yet at the core of this book is the story of a relationship Jahren forged with a brilliant, wounded man
named Bill, who becomes her lab partner and best friend. Here is an eloquent demonstration of what can
happen when you find the stamina, passion, and sense of sacrifice needed to make a life out of what you
truly love, as you discover along the way the person you were meant to be.
Little Fires Everywhere

Celeste Ng

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned — from the layout of the
winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one
embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia
Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother — who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged
daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all
four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past
and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. When old
family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that
dramatically divides the town — and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her
motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at
unexpected and devastating costs.
Merry and Bright

Debbie Macomber

Merry Smith is pretty busy these day taking care of her family, baking cookies, decorating for the holidays,
and hoping to stay out of the crosshairs of her stressed and by-the-book boss at the consulting firm where
she temps. Her own social life is the last thing she has in mind, much less a man. Without her knowledge,
Merry’s well-meaning mom and brother create an online dating profile for her --- minus her photo --- and
the matches start rolling in. Initially, Merry is incredulous, but she reluctantly decides to give it a whirl. Soon
Merry finds herself chatting with a charming stranger, a man with similar interests and an unmistakably kind
soul. Their online exchanges become the brightest part of her day.

The Hate U Give

Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the
fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was
unarmed.
The Martian

Andy Weir

Six days ago astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now he's sure he'll be
the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while
thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that
he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive.
The Orphan’s Tale

Pam Jenoff

Seventeen-year-old Noa has been cast out in disgrace after becoming pregnant by a Nazi soldier during the
occupation of her native Holland. Heartbroken over the loss of the baby she was forced to give up for
adoption, she lives above a small German rail station, which she cleans in order to earn her keep. When Noa
discovers a boxcar containing dozens of Jewish infants, unknown children ripped from their parents and
headed for a concentration camp, she is reminded of the baby that was taken from her. In a moment that
will change the course of her life, she steals one of the babies and flees into the snowy night, where she is
rescued by a German circus. The circus owner offers to teach Noa the flying trapeze act so she can blend in
undetected, spurning the resentment of the lead aerialist, Astrid

Rebecca

Daphne du Maurier

With a husband she barely knew, the young bride arrived at this immense estate, only to be inexorably
drawn into the life of the first Mrs. de Winter, the beautiful Rebecca, dead but never forgotten...her suite of
rooms never touched, her clothes ready to be worn, her servant— the sinister Mrs. Danvers—still loyal. And
as an eerie presentiment of evil tightened around her heart, the second Mrs. de Winter began her search for
the real fate of Rebecca...for the secrets of Manderley.

The Snowman

Jo Nesbo

The first snow of the season has fallen. A boy named Jonas wakes in the night to find his mother gone. Out
his window, in the cold moonlight, he sees the snowman that inexplicably appeared in the yard earlier in the
day. Around its neck is his mother’s pink scarf. Hole suspects a link between a menacing letter he’s received
and the disappearance of Jonas’s mother—and of perhaps a dozen other women, all of whom went missing
on the day of a first snowfall. As his investigation deepens, something else emerges: he is becoming a pawn
in an increasingly terrifying game whose rules are devised—and constantly revised—by the killer.

Women in the Castle

Jessica Shattuck

Set at the end of World War II, in a crumbling Bavarian castle that once played host to all of German high
society, a powerful and propulsive story of three widows whose lives and fates become intertwined – an
affecting, shocking and ultimately redemptive novel. Amid the ashes of Nazi Germany’s defeat, Marianne
von Lingenfels returns to the once-grand castle of her husband’s ancestors, an imposing stone fortress now
fallen into ruin following years of war. The widow of a resister murdered in the failed July 20, 1944, plot to
assassinate Adolf Hitler, Marianne plans to uphold the promise she made to her husband’s brave
conspirators: to find and protect their wives, her fellow resistance widows.

